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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicants' Appeal Brief filed on 02/28/2007. 

Reopening of Prosecution after Appeal Brief 

2. In view of the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief filed on 01/05/2007, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. A new Ground rejection set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. 

The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee can be applied to 
the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been 
increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference 
between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervise^ Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 

^fr(C*v C - iOAU^ift— JOHN BREENE 

signing below: A SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAW^' rn 

\J TECHNOLOGY CENTER 210^ 

3. Claims 1 -55 are pending in this application. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1 -55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the bodies of claims 1 , 
10, 17, 24, 31 and 36 in view of MPEP 2106 (IV)(C)(2)((1) & (2) & (a) & (b) & (c)) 
sections are non statutory because they are lacking of real world useful result. They 
are missing the steps or processes producing any useful result to the invention, of 
having a utility to convey the final result achieved by the claimed invention, that is, they 
are not producing a result tied to the real/physical world or this application is not a 
practical application. That is, these claims are missing "utility requirement" of 35 
U.S.C. 101 (the utility of an invention has to be (i) specific, (ii) substantial and (iii) 
credible (MPEP 2107.01), these claims must show that the claimed invention is "useful" 
for some purpose either explicitly or implicitly. That is, these independent claims do not 
have a readily apparent well-established utility and particular benefit to the public or to 
the user(s). (Fisher, 421, F.3d 1356, 76 USPQ2d at 1230 and 1225 (Fed. Cir. 2005). 
Thus, requiring the applicant to distinguish the claim from the three 35 U.S.C. 101 
judicial exceptions (Laws of Nature, Natural Phenomena and Abstract Ideas) (MPEP 
2106 IV C) to patentable subject matter by specifically reciting in the claim the practical 
application. A claim that can be read so broadly as to include statutory and nonstatutory 
subject matter must be amended to limit the claim to a practical application. In other 
words, if the specification discloses a practical application of a section 101 judicial 
exceptions, but the claim is broader than the disclosure such that it does not require a 
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practical application, then the claim must be rejected. That is, it require that the claim 
must recite more than 101 judicial exception, in that the process claim must set forth a 
practical application of that judicial exception to produce a real-world result (Benson, 
409 U.S. at 71-72, 175 USPQ at 676-77) and the process must have a result that can 
be substantially produce the same result again and must achieve the required status of 
having real world value or to be realized as "useful result". (In re Swartz, 232 F3d 862, 
864, 56 USPQ2d 1703, 1704 (Fed. Cir. 2000)). 

6. More specifically, the bodies of the independent claims related to executing, 
creating receiving and sharing the list with a sharee. Nowhere in these claims are 
having a useful result from file-sharing system environment of these claimed invention 
or to the user(s). Thus, These produced result remain in the abstract and, thus, fails to 
achieve the required status of having real world value or to be realized as "useful 
result". 

7. Claims 1 7 and 31 are having bodies of claims a series of codes or instructions - 
software per se, which is non-statutory. Also, the computer-readable media storing the 
computer executable instruction (that is a non-functional descriptive material) is not 
positively executed by a physical object to implement or perform the step of the body of 
claims (the claims are lacking/ missing the necessary physical articles or objects to 
constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101 ). They fail to 
fall within a statutory category (statutory categories: Process, Machine, Manufacture 
and Composition of Matter). 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief (page 6), filed on 02/28/2007, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1, 10, 17, 24, 31 and 36 under "based on the result 
of said query" have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made in view of Pub. No.: US 2003/0028610 A1 of Pearson. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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1 1 . Claims 1-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pub. No.: US 2004/0148434 A1 of Matsubara in view of Pub. No.: US 2003/0028610 A1 
of PEARSON. 

With respect to claim 1 , Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer system between a sharer and a sharee (a P2P Gnutella technique is a file 
sharing technique for allowing the user (sharer) to find another users' shared files 
(sharee): section 0030 also see section 0006) comprising: 

executing on the share's computer a query (a P2P user can search/query/find/ 
locate another peer user's shared file on the network: sections 0030 and 0055; also 
sections 0006-0007 & 0009); and 

creating on the sharer's computer a list with a plurality of referenced items (figs. 
2A-2C; constructing a "hybid" P2P virtual directory containing a plurality of shared files 
to be shared over the network: sections 0072, 0042; also section 0008); and 

sharing the list with a sharee such that the sharee is provided with access to the 
referenced items (in the P2P networking technique, the user can obtain a list of peers of 
other machines including the location and name of files to be shared in order to access 
the shared files: sections: 0052-0053 and 0007-0008). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
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of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach a query comprising a scope and criteria 
and a list with a plurality of referenced items based on the results of said query. 

However, PEARSON teaches file sharing systems for sharing file (sections 0002, 
0005-0006 and 0008) by searching or querying files or items storing on the file folders 
or directories (static list) on other computer over the system via a search query (fig. 4, 
item 106) and the result is returning with a list (a plurality) of files or items meeting the 
criteria (dynamic list) (items 1 16 and 120; sections 0030-0033). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access restrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 2, Matsubara teaches wherein the list is a static list (virtual 
directory: figs. 2A-2C, sections 0042). 

With respect to claims 3-4, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 1 . 
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Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach removes items from the list and items are 
added to the list. 

However, PEARSON teaches removing file from the shared list (see figs. 18-19, 
sections 0052 and 0056) and a file is added to the list (sections 0057 and 0058; figs. 25 
and 26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 
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With respect to claims 5-7, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 1 . 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach a dynamic list, criteria of the dynamic list 
and meets the criteria of the dynamic list. 

However, PEARSON teaches locating files or items that meeting the criteria 
specified by search query to return of a result of a list of files as dynamic list (sections 
0031-0033; also see fig. 31 and 36; sections 0059 and 0064). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
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sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access reactions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claims 8-9, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 1 . Also, Matsubara teaches the access type in Access 
control list (sections 0052, 0065 and 0067). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach wherein when the sharer is unable to 
grant access to the sharee for an item, a notification is provided to the sharer; and 
wherein the sharer is able to limit the type of access that the sharee has to the items. 

However, PEARSON teaches user would receive a notice or notification as no 
file meeting the search query (section 0034) and keeping track of whether sharing of 
particular files is permitted or restricted (see fig. 7 and sections 0044-0045 and abstract 
and sections 0005-0006). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
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motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005).. 

With respect to claim 10, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items on a 
computer system (a P2P Gnutella technique is a file sharing technique for allowing the 
user to find another users' shared files: section 0030 also see section 0006) comprising: 

receiving permission to access a list with referenced items (access control list 
giving the permission to access to the file and list or peers: sections 0052-0053); and 

in response to receiving the permission to access the list, accessing the list and 
the referenced items (receiving the permission to access the file in the folders including 
a plurality of items such as shared files: figs. 2A-2C; sections 0044 and 0072). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
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shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach a query comprising a scope and criteria 
and a list with a plurality of referenced items based on the results of said query. 

However, PEARSON teaches file sharing systems for sharing file (sections 0002, 
0005-0006 and 0008) by searching or querying files or items storing on the file folders 
or directories (static list) on other computer over the system via a search query (fig. 4, 
item 106) and the result is returning with a list (a plurality) of files or items meeting the 
criteria (dynamic list) (items 1 16 and 120; sections 0030-0033). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Matsubara teaches wherein the list is a static list that 
formed as virtual folder (virtual directory: figs. 2A-2C, sections 0042). 

With respect to claims 12 and 14, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items 
in a computer as discussed in claim 1 0. 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
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referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete. ..can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach the permission to access the item is 
correspondingly added or removed. . 

However, PEARSON teaches removing file from the shared list (see figs. 7 and 
18-19, sections 0044, 0052 and 0056) and a file is added to the list (sections 0057 and 
0058; figs. 25 and 26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 13, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 10. 
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Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach where the list is dynamic list that is 
formed as a virtual folder with a set of criteria for referenced items. 

However, PEARSON teaches locating files or items that meeting the criteria 
specified by search query to return of a result of a list of files as dynamic list (sections 
0031-0033; also see fig. 31 and 36; sections 0059 and 0064). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 
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With respect to claim 15-16, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 10. Also, Matsubara teaches the access type in Access 
control list (sections 0052, 0065 and 0067). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach wherein when the sharer is unable to 
grant access to the sharee for an item, a notification is provided to the sharer; and 
wherein the sharer is able to limit the type of access that the sharee has to the items. 

However, PEARSON teaches user would receive a notice or notification as no 
file meeting the search query (section 0034) and keeping track of whether sharing of 
particular files is permitted or restricted (see fig. 7 and sections 0044-0045 and abstract 
and sections 0005-0006 and fig. 2, section 0023 read-only). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
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Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

Claim 17 is essentially the same as claim 10 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 10 hereinabove. 

Claim 18 is essentially the same as claim 1 1 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 1 1 hereinabove. 

Claim 19 is essentially the same as claim 12 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 12 hereinabove. 

Claim 20 is essentially the same as claim 13 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 1 3 hereinabove. 

Claim 21 is essentially the same as claim 14 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 14 hereinabove. 

Claim 22 is essentially the same as claim 15 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 15 hereinabove. 
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Claim 23 is essentially the same as claim 16 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable medium (type of access: Matsubara's sections 0052, 0064 and 
0067) rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 
16 hereinabove. 

With respect to claim 24, Matsubara teaches a method of communicating 
between a sharer of a list and a sharee (a P2P Gnutella network is a communications 
model in which each party has the same capability and any party can initiate a 
communication session; also it is a file sharing technique for allowing the user (sharer) 
to find another users' shared files (sharee): section 0030 also see sections 0005-0007) 
comprising: 

receiving from the sharee issues-a call for accessing on a computer of the sharer 
items that are referenced on the list, wherein the list is stored on the sharer's computer 
(figs. 1 and 3; on the P2P network, each user can initiate a communication session with 
another party: sections 0005-0007, 0029-30 and 0047-0049); and 

responsive to authorization received from the sharer providing the sharee access 
to the items (P2P file sharing system, a software or browser is installed for performing 
searches of the file properties, such as file name, file type, file size and files can be 
downloaded directory from one computer to another computer, for selecting files; also, 
in the P2P networking technique, the user can obtain a list of peers of other machines 
including the location and name of files to be shared in order to access the shared files 
and via ACL having access rights to the shared files: sections: 0052-0053 and 0007- 
0008). 
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Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete. ..can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach a query comprising a scope and criteria 
and a list with a plurality of referenced items based on the results of said query. 

However, PEARSON teaches file sharing systems for sharing file (sections 0002, 
0005-0006 and 0008) by searching or querying files or items storing on the file folders 
or directories (static list) on other computer over the system via a search query (fig. 4, 
item 106) and the result is returning with a list (a plurality) of files or items meeting the 
criteria (dynamic list) (items 116 and 120; sections 0030-0033). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
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sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 25, Matsubara teaches wherein the list is a static list (virtual 
directory: figs. 2A-2C, sections 0042). 

With respect to claims 26 and 28, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items 
in a computer as discussed in claim 24. 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach the permission to access the item is 
correspondingly added or removed; allowed or denied. 

However, PEARSON teaches removing file from the shared list (see figs. 7 and 
18-1 9, sections 0044, 0052 and 0056) and a file is added to the list (sections 0057 and 
0058; figs. 25 and 26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
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query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 27, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 24. 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach where the list is dynamic list that is 
formed as a virtual folder with a set of criteria for referenced items. 

However, PEARSON teaches locating files or items that meeting the criteria 
specified by search query to return of a result of a list of files as dynamic list (sections 
0031-0033; also see fig. 31 and 36; sections 0059 and 0064). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
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motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access reactions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 29-30, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 24. Also, Matsubara teaches the access type in Access 
control list (sections 0052, 0065 and 0067). 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach wherein when the sharer is unable to 
grant access to the sharee for an item, a notification is provided to the sharer; and 
wherein the sharer is able to limit the type of access that the sharee has to the items. 

However, PEARSON teaches user would receive a notice or notification as no 
file meeting the search query (section 0034) and keeping track of whether sharing of 
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particular files is permitted or restricted (see fig. 7 and sections 0044-0045 and abstract 
and sections 0005-0006 and fig. 2, section 0023 read-only). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

Claim 31 is essentially the same as claim 24 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 24 hereinabove. 

Claim 32 is essentially the same as claims 25 and 27 except that it is directed to 
a computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason 
as applied to the claims 25 and 27 hereinabove. 

Claim 33 is essentially the same as claims 26 and 28 except that it is directed to 
a computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason 
as applied to the claims 26 and 28 hereinabove. 
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Claim 34 is essentially the same as claim 29 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as 
applied to the claim 29 hereinabove. 

Claim 35 is essentially the same as claim 30 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable media (Matsubara: type of access: sections 0052, 0064 and 0067) 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 30 
hereinabove. 

With respect to claim 36, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer system between a sharer and a sharee (a P2P Gnutella technique is a file 
sharing technique for allowing the user (sharer) to find another users' shared files 
(sharee): section 0030 also see section 0006) comprising: 

executing on the share's computer a query (a P2P user can search/query/find/ 
locate another peer user's shared file on the network: sections 0030 and 0055; also 
sections 0006-0007 & 0009); and 

creating on the sharer's computer a list with a plurality of referenced items (figs. 
2A-2C; constructing a "hybid" P2P virtual directory containing a plurality of shared files 
to be shared over the network: sections 0072, 0042; also section 0008); and 

sharing the virtual folder with a sharee such that the sharee is provided with 
access to the referenced items from the sharer's computer (in the P2P networking 
technique, the user can obtain a list of peers of other machines including the location 
and name of files to be shared in order to access the shared files: sections: 0052-0053 
and 0007-0008). 
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Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach a query comprising a scope and criteria 
and a list with a plurality of referenced items based on the results of said query. 

However, PEARSON teaches file sharing systems for sharing file (sections 0002, 
0005-0006 and 0008) by searching or querying files or items storing on the file folders 
or directories (static list) on other computer over the system via a search query (fig. 4, 
item 106) and the result is returning with a list (a plurality) of files or items meeting the 
criteria (dynamic list) (items 116 and 120; sections 0030-0033). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
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sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 37, Matsubara teaches wherein the virtual folder is a static 
list (virtual directory: figs. 2A-2C, sections 0042). 

With respect to claims 38-39, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 36. 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete. ..can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach removes items from the list and items are 
added to the list. 

However, PEARSON teaches removing file from the shared list (see figs. 18-19, 
sections 0052 and 0056) and a file is added to the list (sections 0057 and 0058; figs. 25 
and 26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
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query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access reactions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claims 40-42, Matsubara teaches a method for sharing items in a 
computer as discussed in claim 36. 

Matsubara teaches the file sharing system cooperate with the server system to 
facilitate manipulations to the virtual directory, which is containing a plurality of 
referenced items, access control list containing an ordered list of rules and providing to 
limit access to a file and access control such as read, write, modify delete... can be 
based on the individuals or groups and access control defining the individuals or groups 
of individual being had access capability to access the file, sharing the file over the 
Internet network for peer-to-peer file sharing based on the ACL and access rights to the 
shared files. Matsubara does not clearly teach a dynamic list, criteria of the dynamic list 
and meets the criteria of the dynamic list. 

However, PEARSON teaches locating files or items that meeting the criteria 
specified by search query to return of a result of a list of files as dynamic list (sections 
0031-0033; also see fig. 31 and 36; sections 0059 and 0064). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Matsubara with the 
teachings of PEARSON. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
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motivated to utilize the use of search query to query other machine and the result of 
query is a list of files or items as disclosed (PEARSON'S fig. 4), into the system of 
Matsubara for the purpose of using in sharing files on a P2P basis among computers on 
a computer network, thereby, enabling user to track of shared files and authorization of 
sharing files, such as to enforce copyright rights and other access retrictions that may 
be imposed on the sharing of data files (PEARSON'S sections 0001 and 0005). 

With respect to claim 43, Matsubara teaches defining within the list an order of 
the plurality of referenced items (fig. 2A-2C, sections 0042-0047). 

With respect to claim 44, Matsubara teaches defining within the list an annotation 
corresponding to at least one of the plurality of referenced items (fig. 2A-2C, sections 
0042-0047). 

With respect to claim 45, Matsubara teaches wherein the list comprises a 
predefined order of the referenced items (fig. 2A-2C, sections 0042-0047). 

With respect to claim 46, Matsubara teaches wherein the list comprises an 
annotation corresponding to at least one of the referenced items (fig. 2A-2C, sections 
0042-0047). 

Claim 47 is essentially the same as claim 43 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable medium rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason 
as applied to the claim 43 hereinabove. 

Claim 48 is essentially the same as claim 44 except that it is directed to a 
computer readable medium rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason 
as applied to the claim 44 hereinabove. 
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With respect to claim 49. Matsubara teaches wherein the sharee is provided with 
remote access to the referenced items from another computer (sections 0006-0008) 

With respect to claim 50, Matsubara teaches wherein accessing the list and the 
referenced items is performed remotely from another computer (sections 0006-0008). 

With respect to claim 51, Matsubara teaches wherein the request to provide 
access comprises a request to provide remote access from another computer (sections 
0006-0008). 

With respect to claim 52, Matsubara teaches, wherein providing the sharee 
access to the items comprises providing the sharee remote access to the items 
(sections 0006-0008). 

With respect to claim 53, Matsubara teaches wherein the receiving step 
comprises receiving the call via an API (P2P based interface: sections 0037 and 0051). 

With respect to claim 54, Matsubara teaches wherein the set of computer-usable 
instructions allow the sharee to remotely access the items (sections 0006-0008). 

With respect to claim 55, Matsubara teaches wherein in the sharing step the 
sharee is provided with remote access to the referenced items (sections 0006-0008). 
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